Ramtree Nursery
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Picture background: pink pearl apple blossums
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Welcome to our Garden Center




Garden Center Greenhouse
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Fruit Tasting at Raintree







Growing the
MERIS
Raintree
Plant
Propagator
Theresa
Knutsen




ropagation Benches




ectric Carts Transport Plants




13 100ft greenhouses

IN

Plants grow




In SW Washington foothills










Fulfilling Orders

* We hire local gardeners to take orders and have a

horticulturist available by phone and via email to
answer questions.

* We try to send out your order at the best time for
planting In your area.

» For orders east of the Rockies we pack orders
every other week from Monday through Friday
Into a climate controlled trailer. On Friday It goes
directly to the Fed Ex Hub in Chicago to be
delivered the following week.



Inventory Mgr. Tina Cline takes
your order.




Horticulturist Katy Fraser answers
your phone and email questions




Starting Raintree Nursery

o We started Iin 1973. We had a one page price list
and only grew a few apple varieties and only hand
delivered them to the Puget Consumers Coops.
We would get annoyed when people called us
because it interfered with us growing the plants.
Finally we decided we needed someone to answer
the phone. Trees cost $7 each.

* Now we send out more than 20,000 orders a year
to all 50 states.



How we pack

Very carefully. Trees are kept in cold
storage at 34 degrees F. and high humidity.

We pack roots in recycled strips of paper.

Potted plants are packed In special boxes so
they can’t move. Trees are staked.

Trees are one year old on the graft. East of
the Rockies most trees are 3- 5’ depending
on type. West of Rockies 3-6°.




Packing and Shipping

Shipping is charged by the dollar amount of
the order. Explain why the more you order,
the cheaper it is per plant to ship.

If you only order small berry plants, call us
and we can charge you less for shipping.

We ship trees In triangle shaped boxes.

Fed Ex and UPS charge by dimensional size
and weight. Over 84” gets 30 Ib. charge.




Packing with recycled paper




Triangle Boxes protect plants

—

T —
e s 9 —

[ EARIRIm A | &

4 -—




Cold
Storage







Refer to Chicago Hub




Why we got started

* People were growing the wrong varieties for our
maritime climate. Garden Centers and mail order
nurseries supplied commercial varieties that did
well elsewhere.

 Home gardeners wanted the most flavorful
cultivars.

* We wanted to supply disease resistant cultivars
that would grow and ripen in their climate and
organic gardeners could succeed with.



Dr. Bob Norton at
WSU Mt. Vernon
station was testing
Cultivars from around
the world to see which
would thrive In

Our Pacific Northwest
Maritime Climate

Akane Apple was
among the first shown
to thrive there.




Dr. Bob Norton WSU Mt. Vernon




How to Find the Best Cultivars

» \We searched breeding programs from

Universities throughout the U.S. and the
world.

* \We planted many old time flavorful
Y

» People sent us chance seedlings and
cultivars they had bred.









Hudson’s
Golden
- Gem

Also try
Ashmead’s
Kernal






Dr. Bob Anderson Cornell Geneva




Joseph Postman OSU Germplasm




Keeps til March



Johnny Appleeed tree Ohio
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Flower of Kent. Discover Gravity




How values have changed over time

» People garden in much smaller spaces (from
large trees to small trees and berries)

e Growing In containers and on patios
« Dwarfing rootstocks, columnars for trees
* More people want edibles






What’s Important Now...
Health!

* New research has identified which fruits
and which specific cultivars are highest In
vitamins, antioxidants and other health
values.

 Jo Robinson explains over thousands of
years fruits, vegetables and grains have
been bred for production and size and
nutritional content has steadily decreased.






Edible Landscaping

e Thanks to Roz Creasy, Lee Reich, Robert
Kourik and others, people are understanding

« Edible plants are often as beautiful as
ornamental plants.

» \We offer different size and shaped plants
that fit In many niches in your yard.






Culture and History

 American’s come from many cultures and
want to have varieties from their homeland.

* Many historical figures, for example
Jefferson, Newton, Leopold, grew and
enjoyed fruit varieties that we can grow and
eat today.
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Karmijn de Sonnaville




Roxbury Russet
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Bella di Guigno is this pear shown here.
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Cultivars with Yellow Fruit
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Hardiness: Zones 5-9
Life Expectancy Rootstock depen%__

Years to First Fruit: 2-3years

Yield: 40-60 Ibs f
Spacing: 10-12 feet
-pollination. See polli
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Presentation Notes
Not sure of species. This picture’s file name was “Monday, January 16, 2006.jpg” and it was located in the Plums-Euro folder on Tina’s networked folder Gallery/Photo Gallery.
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Hardlness 4
xpectancy Roo

_ o Flrst..Frm



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Picture of Fortune Plum
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TODO: Vandelay or Vandalay? Name of file is spelled ‘delay’ catalog is spelled ‘dalay’.


Tart Cherries

 Surefire
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Name of picture was Betty07X.jpg
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Genetic Dwarf
Nectarine
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Karp’s Sweet,
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Chaenomeles cathaynsis
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Desert King



Ih Hardiness: USD S0

Asian Hardiness 7 or @ 1§

gars to First Fruit: 2-3 years 8n grafted trees
Yield: Heavy

L < Spacing: 15 - 35'

( {Thation: Asians produce seedless w/out pollinator;

L Americans need male for pollinator.
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Presentation Notes
Honan Red Persimmon: Retrieved picture from http://s3.amazonaws.com/Floridata0/1/honan_red_persimmon800.jpg on August 5, 2009








Grow the Most Flavorful Berries
From Around the World

Be more self sufficient



)
Berries For Edible Landscaping

‘Blueberries

Hardiness: Zones 3-10
Life Expectancy: 60+ years

Years to First Fruit: 3-5 years
. Yield: 5-15 Ibs depending on variety
Spacing: Equal to height

Pollination: Cross pollination works best, however, large crop
yields are possible with a single variety block
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Generic blueberries
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Triple Crown


Great New Blackberries

 Wild Treasure: A cross between the wild
cascade trailing and the thornless Waldo.
Thornles, deliicious and 3 times the size of
the wild berry.

e Black Diamond: Thornless great Marion
flavor. Harvest for a month in July.
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Generic raspberry
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Xpegtancy..2=3 years
= Years to First Frwt 3-5 years
Yield: %231 Ib. per plant
Spacing: 12” apart; rows 18” apart
Pollination: Self-fertile
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Generic strawberries








Alpine Strawberries

Yellow Alpine







Lingonberries
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Red Currants


QO
=
L
=

Currants







A
_____

 Curr;
~4.> . Honeysu

-
m"-’*‘l—-"—-—_;-_.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Put gooseberries here, sea buckthorn, aronia, elderberry 





J Nl o8

i " o U A S
ey ) )

v ¥ oy o R 3 (|






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Retrieved from http://www.superberries.com/images/aronia%20plants%20(12).jpg on April 10, 2009.
































Grapes KIW-
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Wine Grapes
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Agria

Great for
wine or juice
Great Fall Color
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.~ Hardiness: Species specific: 3-9
Life Expectancy: 50+ years

»  Years to First Fruit: 2-5 years
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Hardiness: USDA.; 10
Habit: Evergreen, Rampant Gr Q

.+ Years to First Fruit: 5
&-LWIGM Variable
.;., g: 20 feet

A

tles for fruut

- ‘f«. -.




al vines

ania Vine
orcelian berry
e Hops

e Magnolia Vine







Other Unusual Edibles

Edible Groundcovers: Salal, Wintergreen,
Emerald Carpet

Steppables like woolly thyme

Edi
rhu

Edi

0le shoots like asparagus, lemon grass,
parb,

ole shrubs like Himalayan Honeysuckle or

Chocolate Berry and many more

Edible Flowers: Many including day lilies,
nasturtium, fuschia berries
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Frederick Fruit
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Colossal Chestnut
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